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RGA Annual Review 2013

Following the success of our first RGA Annual Review 2012, editors John Pumfrey and Ksenija Krotin would like
to continue with the high standard set by Clive Willams. We hope that you will enjoy our summary of the old year
and will have fresh ideas for the new one.

Chairman’s letter
As your new Chairman I start with greetings to all ... but especially to new
Members. In fact I still feel a “new boy” myself because, even though I dragged
my heels by not stepping into the role directly from being Vice-Chairman, I
actually only joined RGA a few years ago. Or so it seems.
My background is neither Reading nor Fine Art – I spent five years full-time
at Kingston School of Art doing Architecture (and, indirectly, Illustration) and
moved to Oxfordshire when I qualified. So my knowledge of Reading is
limited. But I have always felt that the town had an Arty Heart! Albeit rather
underground! When I started up in practice 43 years ago I made a point of
giving my address as READING, Berks even though I was six miles into
Oxfordshire. Now am retired I would like to help reveal that heart because
many fail to see it.

John Pumfrey by Nina O’Connell

I attended the Reading Arts Forum for the first time this month (they always
meet on my busy jazz evening) and met representatives of theatre, music,
dance, Arjeea21 and Councillors. There were SEVEN RGA members there
(a third of the attendance) because the evening’s topic was the possible
future of Reading Gaol as an Arts Centre. It might turn out to be only a
dream but the concept of an Arts Centre is vital to a town’s life. Especially
one that has aspired to becoming a city. So while those RGA members at
the meeting registered our need for exhibition and workshop space, I feel,
along with Martin our President, that working with other art forms should be
inspirational for all. A first, small, step will be our co-operative event with
Arjeea21 : CONFLUENCE. From this an exhibition with poetry or music
might stem. Where it might happen is still in the air but it should not have to
be in a Gallery any more than dance must occur in a Ballroom or drama only
in a theatre. They do not really belong in a disused shop, in my opinion. So
your Council is working hard to find the right premises.
This is a slot in the Review in which I am privileged (and I feel very much so)
to share personal thoughts, so these are my dreams running concurrently
with ploughing our regular furrow.
(Do visit MERL if you haven’t been since its re-ordering!).
Sincerely, John Pumfrey

Merry Christmas
and a most creative New Y
ear
Year
www.rga-artists.org.uk
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Blue Sky Meeting
Ksenija Krotin

Subscription reminder

The sky was finally sunny blue on that Saturday, making John Pumfrey’s garden at
Hearns House in Emmer Green even more spectacular for our RGA informal meetpay by day
ing, long planned and postponed due to severe weather conditions. After a nice
1 January 2014
introduction by our host, it appeared that we still have a lot of books “Then and
Now, Celebrating seventy-five years of the Reading Guild of Artists, 1930-2005”,
which should attract more new members, rather than ageing in the box.
How to attract young people to join RGA is not an easy question. General opinion is that young artists are too busy
doing their own thing and not joining art groups until they reach a more mature age, especially not ‘Guilds’. It
belongs to the past and probably we can think about a new and more attractive up-to-date name for our art group,
as Peg Salaun-Smith suggested. Present members are all happy with our activities and events, but we should be
more pro-active and keep in touch with arjeea21, OHOS, Jelly and other contemporary art groups of Reading,
interacting at different levels. That leads us straight to the main problem - lack of The Gallery in Reading!
It seems that The Keep, 571 Oxford Road, could be a good choice for “Confluence”, the first joint exhibition of RGA
and arjeea21. Empty shops in the centre of Reading, attracted no attention. Martin Andrews offered a tour around
the London Road Campus of the University, as possible space for RGA annual exhibitions. Art studios, purpose built
for the Department of Fine Art, would be ideal, but they are available during summertime only, when students are
not there. In the meantime, Reading Guild of Artists will still exhibit in Henley.
Tea and flap jacks came at the right moment and Anthony Wilder took the
opportunity to present different 3D objects and check if RGA members who
attended our Blue Sky meeting would select them for RGA exhibition. We
were surprisingly wide, excepting even an ornamented ceramic glass, which
is normally classified as a craft.
At the end, we even managed to see RGA 2001/12 video for the first time !!!
It took me a lot of time and effort to record and edit it, but such a warm and
spontaneously positive reaction was my biggest reward.
Many thanks to John Pumfrey, and the resident horticultural artist.

RGA Upgrading
Peg Salaun-Smith
This year’s Upgrade took place last Friday with a broad range of styles from 8 artists all of whom succeeded in
their quest for exhibition status. It was nice to see 6 from the RGA council, especially Jenny Halstead who very
kindly came to help evaluate the work. They were able to give personal feedback to each artist. Those Upgraded
were: Mary Hickson, Nikki Carr, Christine Lamb, Thelma Evans, Nigel Butcher, Sarah-Jane Lock, Linda Saul and
Kit Yan Chong. We look forward to seeing their work on the member’s page on the website.

RGA Archive Appeal
Martina Hildebrandt
Most members will hopefully know that the Reading Guild of Artists was founded in
1930. But what else do you know about our history?
The main RGA archive is held at the Berkshire Record Office. A small amount of
material is also held by the RGA.
As highlighted at the AGM this year Jacqueline James, our current archivist, would like
to hand this work over to someone else as she is away from Reading for much of the
time. As is the nature of an archive, it is ongoing and indefinite. Inevitably there are
gaps in our records; sometimes we know what is missing (especially in recent years)
and can probably fill the gaps from items the membership is willing to donate. There
may also be treasures out there which we don’t know about? The RGA also get requests from the public about
works of art they own. A faded RGA label on the back leads them to us, and Jackie is often able to find them some
interesting insights from our records. It may seem far away, but in 17 years we will celebrate our 100th Anniversary!
Is our history something that interests you? Could you give some dedicated time to continuing this work? We are in
search of people who have an enthusiastic interest or understanding of history and archives, to take over the role of
Archivist either as an individual or a team and get involved with preserving our future history.
If you want more information, or even if you have some past exhibition catalogues or posters you would like to
donate to the Archive, contact Martina at info@rga-artists.org.uk

www.rga-artists.org.uk

3
Meeting of the RGA Executive Council
Wednesday 23 October 2013
from left
David Cotton
Martin Andrews
Ksenija Krotin
John Pumfrey
Carole Stephens
Lou Jessop
Anthony Wilder
Martina Hildebrandt
Peg Salaun-Smith
Clare Buchta

News from RGA Council

Councilor
President
Publicity Officer
Chair
Exhibition Sec.
Membership Sec.
Vice Chairman
Councilor
Secretary
Treasurer

Your Website
Martina Hildebrandt

Towards the end of 2012 and during 2013, the RGA website has undergone
various changes. Whilst still being an area for members to find out about
RGA activities and visitors to find out about membership, several new features have been added as well as receiving a new look.
From suggestions made by RGA members, new additions include an online
“Gallery”, a “Members’ What’s On” page and “Picture of the Month”.
The Gallery gives Exhibiting members a space in which to exhibit all year
round, and is one of the most visited pages. The Gallery leads you to individual pages where you can see and read more about the artists. From here
our “Picture of the Month” is chosen by the previous month’s artist. With the
Guild having over 160 members it is sometimes difficult to get to meet up
with others and see their work, so through the “Gallery” and the “Picture of
the Month” members can get to know each other a bit better.
Over the last year the website has listed on its pages 12 RGA events (counting RGA Fridays, Earley Painters and Summer Painting Days as one event
each) and since its launch in May 2013 the “Members’ What’s On” page has seen 18 different art events advertised
which have involved RGA Members.
The RGA website is a fluid entity, which is regularly updated and changed. It is a useful tool for our communication
and members’ interaction. If you have any suggestions or ideas, or would like to be included in the “Gallery” or
“Members’ What’s On” please contact Martina at webmaster@rga-artists.org.uk

Pam Simpson

Obituary

For those who have not heard the sad news, Pam Simpson sadly died on Sunday 28 July 2013. She had cancer.
Pam had been in her own home until the last few days, her family were all near her during that last weekend.
She will be sadly missed by her many friends, work colleagues and family. She was quite the warmest and most
generous hearted painting friend one could wish for. Pam’s paintings will always be remembered for their abundance of rich colour. She was awarded the Marie Dyson prize twice!

Nancy Bartlett (1919-2013)
Nancy Bartlett, who was known in the Guild as Nancy Ballantine -Dykes , joined the Guild in the
early 1960’s and was a member until 2008 . She was an artist of notable talent as mentioned
in Eric Watson’s History of the Guild. Commenting on the show of 1966 ”Nancy Ballatine Dykes,
a most accomplished artist who had only recently joined the Guild, was showing work of a
quality that could hardly fail to stand out”.
In the Then and Now publication it was noted that in 1996 one of Nancy’s paintings was included in the winning group of ten paintings entered for the first National Daler Rowney Art
Club Challenge Competition. Nancy always got much pleasure from her art and though her
last years were in a nursing home she still managed to do some sketching. Her family say that
Nancy always spoke fondly of The Reading Guild of Artists .
The Reading Guild of Artists would like to thank her family for the two donations, received from her memorial
service.

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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RGA Fridays
Lucy Jenkins, RGA Friday coordinator
RGA Fridays – what do they mean to you?
RGA Fridays are a chance to get together with other artists to all try out a
particular technique or work on the same subject. We meet on alternate
Fridays at Maiden Erlegh School and full details of all our sessions are on
the RGA website. What do we do? Here are some of the comments from
people who have attended over the last year.
I have only recently been able to attend these sessions. There is a good
variety of subjects and sources of inspiration for personal work. There is
always a tip to take home and something to learn.
Mary
From the moment I walk into the Maiden Erleigh studio, the enthusiasm,
motivation and atmosphere within these ‘Fridays’ gatherings is both evident
and infectious.
Jean.
There’s variety, with the different media, techniques and tutors, plenty for
everyone, catering for all interests and levels. RGA Fridays are a hive of
friendly, creative activity. You always go home satisfied and positive, having
learnt something new, re-tried a forgotten technique or gone with the flow.
Kate
ALL the sessions are worthwhile - even the ones you don’t feel so warmly
towards when you set out. There is always something you never knew before, or a chance remark will set your ideas running in a new direction.
Karen
I always enjoy the figure sessions led by Jenny Halstead, she is so encouraging and an astute teacher who spans the artistic abilities of any group. I
never leave without having learnt something useful from her. The value of
RGA Friday is that it offers a wide range of challenges that helps to keep
ones artistic interests alive and active.
Clive
Meeting other artists and gaining inspiration from their ideas and work.
Gillian
I like trying different techniques and mediums, and I am always surprised by
how good all the work is when it is done in such a short time.
Lucy

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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RGA Tuesdays, Earley Painters
Clare Buchta, RGA Tuesday coordinator
What a year we have had and its still getting better !
We have enjoyed a fantastic series of workshops created from ideas generated by artists attending the sessions and realised by a team of “creators”,
Hilary Parkinson, Clare Buchta and Jean Aust who organise the displays
and find reference materials.
In the depth of last winter, Hilary bought in a wonderful, tall display of warm
red flowers with complementing patterned fabrics as a backdrop and small
objects for the forground. This was to try and discover how the artist Shirley
Trevina creates her bold colourful watercolours with a top down emphasis,
but also including personal touches. The session was very well attended
with a record number of artists, all producing stunning work.
During the summer time, we used the bright sunlight pouring through the
windows to illuminate various pieces of glassware, adding coloured
celluloid filters to make an even more interesting and challenging reference.
Then, for a complete contrast, a box of fossils was borrowed from Reading
Museum and these along with animal skulls and stones in the “Stones, bones
and fossils” session, brought us back to intricate detail and cool colours.
This Autumn saw a return to a popular theme of boots and shoes, this time
with bags included. These objects always have so much character. Indeed,
some of the paintings saw the boots almost walking off the paper !
We also set ourselves challenges in the perspective department with one
afternoon drawing boxes. Looking at the results, boxes make wonderful
subjects !
Another Tuesday, everyday objects in black and white created a scene where
the shapes themselves became lost to pattern and the spaces between
became as important as the solid objects. As you can see on our Flickr
pages, the artists attending RGA Earley Painters rise to all of the challenges.
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rgaearleypainters/
The group is open to all and meets every other Tuesday afternoon from
1pm to 4pm at Maidenplace Community Centre, Kilnsea Drive Lower Earley.
Each session cost £4 .
Visit the RGA website to view our full programme.

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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RGA
Art Scope Gallery at Circle Reading Hospital
Rukshi Brownlow

Several members of the Reading Guild of Artists are
taking part in a unique project this year. Martin Andrews,
Carole Stephens, Jenny Halstead and Tom Cartmill are
just some of the artists exhibiting at the Art Scope Gallery at the new Circle hospital in Reading.
The project celebrates art’s ability to humanise our hospitals and create a healthier environment for patients.
The hospital is a beautiful contemporary building, filled
with light and expansive white walls that make it the
ideal canvas on which to hang works of art. The exhibition is managed and curated by me, Rukshi Brownlow,
also a member of the Guild. I worked as a medical doctor for many years in NHS hospitals. In that time I became acutely aware of how much the grey and sombre
surroundings we worked in affected us and the patients
we cared for. Creating a beautiful space at Circle has
been a rewarding experience. I believe Art can lift the spirit and improve the therapeutic experience for everyone.
The project enjoyed its first Open Day and Private View on Saturday 5th October. Over 200 visitors came to see 100
pieces of work created by 35 artists. The exhibition shows sculpture as well as 2D work in all media. The Day
featured “art in action” with some of the artists demonstrating their skills
and inviting visitors to take part in printing, painting and sculpting. We
raised £2,250 for local Charities from the proceeds of sales, the majority
going to the Duchess of Kent hospice in Reading.
The Circle hospital welcomes anyone who wishes to visit. The deli serves
a delicious lunch and great coffee, so as weird as it sounds, this is a lovely
place to relax, quietly absorb the ambience and view an excellent exhibition showcasing the work of our talented artists. As Caroline Cooke at the
Reading Post said when she came to visit “visitors will be able to feel the
relaxing effect of the artwork and they’ll probably forget that this little oasis
of art is right in the heart of a hospital.”

Quote from Martin Andrews, President of the RGA
The Art Scope Gallery at Circle is a wonderful and much needed addition to
the artistic life of Reading. The simplicity and beauty of the architecture of
the Circle building provides a perfect space for the display of artworks of all
kinds.
Until recently local Reading artists had no gallery of this scale in which to
show their work to the public. Circle and the Art Scope Project have provided
a unique opportunity and one that enriches the cultural fabric of the town. It
benefits not only the artists themselves but also creates an aesthetically stimulating environment for visitors, staff and patients of the hospital that greatly
adds to the quality of their experience. The carefully managed circulation of
the artworks and annual change of exhibition means that there is always
something new to see and all the work is for sale. This is a major venue for
the visual arts in Reading and one that the general public and users of the
Circle hospital are invited to enjoy

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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Light Fantastic 83 Annual Exhibition
The Old Firestation Gallery - Henley
13 - 23 April 2013
Carole Stephens
Exhibition Curator

The 83rd Annual Exhibition of The Reading Guild of Artists was entitled
‘Light Fantastic’, and held at The Old Fire Station Gallery, Henley-on -Thames
from 13-23 April 2013.
Adjudication was by Pat Eastop MBE, chair of The North Hants and West
Berks Open Studios.
At the Private View the annual award in memory of Marie Dyson was given
to Chris Mercier for his entry ‘Three Blind Mice’.

Marie Dyson Award Winner 2013
Christopher Mercier

RBH Exhibition No 20
3 November - 21 December
The Royal Berkshire Hospital
Corridor Exhibition.
25% of any work sold in this exhibition goes to the RBH Arts and
Gardens programme.

When I get artist’s block I turn to drawing. This activity probably opens up
pathways to those hard-to-reach parts of one’s brain. It was the result of
such an exercise that resulted in this piece entitled ‘Three Blind Mice’. Two
dead mice and a wooden toy, the iconic Mickey. A triptych arrangement that
brought these three drawings together in some sort of taxonomic trinity.There
is no specific message, but I suppose the arranging of three frames in a row
will inevitably suggest a variety of narratives. An idea begets an image or an
image begets an idea.To win the Marie Dyson Award for a second time with
this piece took me totally by surprise.
A big thank-you to Pat Eastop MBE for all her generous comments.

RGA members have also taken
part in:
The Reading Contemporary Art Fair,
held at Rivermead, Reading
on 27 and 28 April 2013.
The REME Museum of Technology,
January to March 2013, organised
by Hilary Parkinson and Clare
Buchta, featured work made from
exhibits in the Museum by a small
group of RGA members.
The Reading Art Fair,
St Josephs School, Reading,
26 and 27 October 2013
Art Scope Gallery at Circle Reading
Hospital

Marie Dyson led a group of relatively new members to expand the range of
Guild activities in the early 1960’s and her contributions and influence were
long-lasting in the Guild. After her untimely death in 1967 and the generosity
of her husband, Dr J. Dyson FRS, an annual award is made to the artist of
the work in the Annual Exhibition selected as one of outstanding merit.

For your Diary
At Reading Museum ‘Portraits’ in paint and print, work by RGA members to be ‘For Sale’ in conjunction with the
Museum exhibition, Saturday 8 February 2014.

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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The Big Draw at The Mall
John Pumfrey
This year RGA held the event inside the Mall atrium
as the weather was chilly although bright. Delivery of chairs, boards, materials and banners was
made easy because the South Court was available. Our HQ for the day was perfect – the booth
at the base of the escalator. Here John, Joy,
Martina and Mary Hickson set up shop and soon
had a group sketching around the counter and on
the floor. They were persuaded by the team thrusting pencils and paper into their hands but as soon
as the first art works were handed in we displayed
them on the booth walls and hung up a huge banner: RGA EXHIBITION HERE. From then on shoppers stopped to look and were soon hooked. After about two hours there were 50 drawings on
show. Ksenija was soon recording the activity in
still and movie mode.
Another technique was for RGA members (Gill,
Anthony, Clare, Clive, Helen and Hilary Penrose)
to sketch by the bouncy castle. Shoppers became
curious and the materials were handed over before they could object. We even persuaded soldiers, who were collecting for charity, to pose and
even draw. Not so the security guards who kept
us on our toes and ultimately moved our HQ ...
but that is another story! In all over 100 drawings
were handed in and here are just a few.
A Big Draw anecdote: When I was just finishing a
drawing of St.Laurence Church, six Big Draws ago,
a voice over my shoulder pointed out that I had
missed out a door. I duly added it and the voice
asked if she might buy the sketch, explaining that
50 years ago she had emerged from her wedding
through that door. I gave it to her ... and she appeared in the Mall this year asking for paper and
pencil and sat and drew with us ...

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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Summer Painting Days
Patrick Harte
Saturday May 4th 2013, Sue Ryder Hospice, Nettlebed near Henley
The first outing of the 2013 summer painting season brought RGA members, along with few guests from The Wokingham Art Society to the beautiful grounds of Sue Ryder Hospice. The weather conditions proved to be a
challenge but most of the group succeeded in seeking shelter and producing some worth while work. The delightful summer house provided us with
the chance to view each others images and all participants offered valuable
feed back on a variety of subject matter in divergent media. Eight artists
attended this venue raising £24 for the Sue Ryder Hospice Trust.
Saturday May 18th 2013, Hearns House, Gallows Tree Common
Our second outing was provided by our chairman and his wife at Hearns
House. Once again this enchanted garden afforded the group with interesting floral displays a selection of contemporary garden sculpture as well as
the ornate water feature. All attendees enjoyed discussing each others work
in John’s studio providing the chance to view the days production. Seven
artists attended; raising £21 for the National Gardens Scheme.
Saturday June 8th 2013, Shalford Farm House Aldermaston
Our third outing was conducted at the delightful rural setting of Shaford Farm
House by Allan Caiger-Smith. The setting provided members with interesting views of the River Enborn, not to mention picturesque house that dates
from the 15th century. There is always a very warm reception and the weather
was also kind to us resulting in some truly remarkable work in a variety of
media. Eight aspiring RGA members attend Allan‘s Home, raising funds for
the much deseved Sightsavers charity of £24
Saturday June 22nd 2013, Wargrave Court
David and Verna Houghton, once again provided members the opportunity
to develop their skills in the charming grounds off the Thames backwater
and home to one of the oldest homes on the Thames. The weather was very
much against us on the day, however for those who braved the adverse
conditions shelter was available under a gazebo that had fortunatly left up
from a charity function the previous evening and enable the few members
attending the chance to express themselves with a degree of success. Despite the wet the gardens still held considerable charm and the resident
ducks amidst the picturesque boat house provided some memorable images and were faithfully rendered in water-colour and pen and studies in
pen and ink. Four members attended the outing raising £17 for the worthy
Crossroads Charity that provides the much needed respite for caregivers.
Saturday July 13th 2013, Chalkhouse Green Farm
It’s always a privilage and delight attending Chalkhouse Green Farm and
once again Guild members were warmly invited to the home of the Hall
family where our hostess Sarah provides us with a cornucopia of cakes,
biscuits and sandwiches, as well as hot and cold drinks throughout the day
which could not have been more divergent from Wargrave Court as the
blistering sun produced one of the hottest days on record! Fortunately there
were many areas on the farm that remained cool, especially in the enclosed
garden that featured a wonderful summer house of traditional Greek design. The fine weather produced some remarkable work, making full use of
the colourful flower beds as well as capturing a menagerie of farm animals.
The usual discussion at the end of the days outing provided the group with
lots of feedback and inspiration as we all delighted viewing the days production. Nine accomplished artists revealed their talents and raised £54 for the
equally inspiring work conducted at The Soundabout facility that provides
assistance for disabled children through experience of music.
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Artists’ Inbox
Jenny Halstead
In May the Museum of English Rural
Life (MERL) in the University of Reading mounted an exhibition of work I
had produced during my year as Artist in Residence in the university’s
Harris Garden. Exhibited were 32
framed works in oil, pastel and
monotype capturing the garden
through the seasons and its recent
re-development. In the gallery, a
monitor ran a continuous loop showing around 100 of my sketch book
studies in pen and wash and watercolour, and an iPad with voice over
describing the paintings which was aimed at the partially-sighted (but also
enjoyed by children wanting to play!).
The exhibition was opened by the Vice Chancellor, Sir David Bell, and at the
same time my book An Artist’s Year in the Harris Garden, published by
Two Rivers Press, was launched.
The magazine The Artist published my article ‘An Artist in a Garden’ and the
feature ‘The Not So Secret Garden’ appeared in Berkshire Life.
During the 5 weeks of the exhibition, I gave several talks and workshops in
connection with this exciting project, and MERL bookshop sold copies of the
book and a series of eight cards, which were also stocked by the Mall Galleries in London.
The exhibition also became part of the University’s first celebration of Arts &
Culture and they used a watercolour of mine as their brochure pull-out poster.
A very exciting and unforgettable year!

Celebrate Art in Reading
Martina Hildebrandt

“… it is important for people to
realise that diverse and
accessible art is being made in
their own community.”
Donald Hamilton Frazer RA.
President of the RGA 1994-2001

Having recently seen for the first time John Piper’s two Reading themed
tapestries hidden away in a meeting room at the Reading Civic Centre, I
was struck by their magnificence and beauty but also by the words he wrote
when he received the Freedom of Reading Borough in 1984:
“People avoid Reading, but even the streets of terracotta shops and houses
in the centre of town have a good deal to be said for them, when you know
them in different lights.”
Nearly 30 years later can the same be said? Yes, people come to Reading
as a centre of computer technology, business and shopping. But a town with
art and culture?
Well, in the last year I have visited over 15 different arts events, all of which
have included RGA members and these are just the ones I managed to
hear about or get to. Does this sound like a town which has no Art? Reading
does have thriving arts and culture, it is just a bit difficult to find sometimes.
By working together we can be positive and proud. Shout about it!
As a member of the RGA you can list your arts events on the “Members’
What’s On”. Please contact Martina at webmaster@rga-artists.org.uk

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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A Chat with Joy Frey
John Pumfrey

My two previous interviews were reported in dialogue form and this one was
to have followed the template. Joy talked about her schoolgirl art enthusiasm, parental objections, art A level, Leicester College of Education, teaching experience from Primary to Adult education at all levels and qualifications in everything from Stitched Textiles to Teacher Training and even Business Management. But, before I could assemble a proper chronology and
make a recordable conversation of it, I asked about her own art. If only I had
asked at the outset! Did she consider herself a “colourist” I asked, having
only seen a few of her prints and sketchbooks and attended one monoprinting tutorial. “Come and see my etchings” she replied and words were no
longer needed!
The simplicity of design, clarity of pigment, total command of technique, quality
of line and shape. Conventional etching with metal plates and acid were in
fact the one method she did not employ. Lino, scalpels and caustic soda,
Indian woodblocks, celuloid and cellophane, flotsam and jetsam, and a mysterious lightbox with strange resist and photo-sensitive plastic.
I am not giving away her media secrets, but along with these revelations went a scraperboard technique
involving ink with talcum and a credit
card. Amazing. Inspiring. I had
started the interview with conversation and ended speechless. And she
is expert in textile art. Joy has no
problem with photography in art and
so bridges the art/design/craft divides as if they were mere streams.
She now fancies woodcarving – possibly inspired by African work.
Hadrians’ wall one week .... India
next - who knows what will emerge?
One thing, Joy says, is that subject
and colour will dictate the technique
– not the reverse.

www.rga-artists.org.uk
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Word by RGA President
Martin Andrews
I do hope members have been enjoying Grayson Perry’s
Reith Lectures on Radio 4. Love him or hate him, his analysis and observations on the contemporary art scene have
been illuminating, thoughtful, provocative, witty and above
all engaging – he is a brilliant communicator. He has been
laying out the dilemmas facing artists today and has been
able to confront the issues head-on – frank enough to declare that some of contemporary work is rubbish while at the
same time defending the importance of continuing to make
art and advocating being broadminded and open to new challenges and ideas.
In his second talk, Perry put forward the view that now all the barriers were down and that everything can be
declared ‘Art’ there is nowhere for the avant-garde to go – there can be no ‘shock of the new’. Perhaps a rediscovery
of narrative painting or work with a classical or religious theme, or rediscovery of the humble still-life or flower
painting will now seem radical and challenging?
It is stimulating and worthwhile for us all as individual artists to occasionally debate and reflect on what we consider
to be art, but it is also an issue for the Guild to embrace. Personally, as a painter working with the traditional medium
of paint and canvas, I still have a lifetime of challenges to pursue and new possibilities to explore, but I am very
aware that others express themselves in many different media. As a guild of artists do we need to consider broadening our ideas and accept a wider range of work? The old debate of whether photography is appropriate as a
medium for the Guild still arises on occasions – but in this digital age, and with so much mixed media, photographic
processes are often involved in some way as part of creating a work. Should we embrace video, performance art,
installation, ceramics, the written word and conceptual ideas? Of course these forms pose many practical problems
for those mounting our exhibitions. What is wrong with being clear and prescriptive and saying that our Guild
focuses on framed work or sculpture on plinths? Why should we feel the need to be all-inclusive? Such debates and
reviews of our position are a clear indication that the Guild is alive and kicking.

As a footnote let us return to the issue of the
search for an exhibition space in Reading that
was mentioned in the last newsletter. No dramatic developments have taken place, but the
Guild is actively pursuing the possibility of
mounting a summer show in the painting studios at the London Road Campus of the University.

The imminent closure of Reading Gaol has brought together numerous arts groups in the town, including those
from the performing arts (music and drama), to propose
that any development of the site should include provision for cultural activities – so wouldn’t an Oscar Wilde
Art Centre be wonderful!
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